Peter Mahaffy is a past chair of IUPAC Committee on Chemistry Education. He served on the working group on education and outreach for OPCW, and has co-led several joint IUPAC/OPCW projects that communicate through interactive, electronic educational resources* the need to make responsible choices about the multiple uses of chemicals and chemical weapons. The lecturers were available to all participants for further discussion throughout the Conference. There were 85 participants who were mostly, but not exclusively, students. The Conference was opened by the Chair, Tomasz Sterzyński (Poznan), followed by a welcome address by Michael Hess, IUPAC Polymer Division, with a contribution on recent developments in the IUPAC Polymer Division, informing attendees about the output and educational aspects of the work of the Division.
The prestigious Paul J. Flory Research Prize 2016 went to Bernhard Blümich, University RWTH Aachen, Germany.
The International Materials Research Prize was given to Serigu Okamoto, University of Nagoya, Nagoya, Japan.
The IUPAC Poster Prizes were given to: Liubov Matkovska (Natl. Acad Sci. of Ukraine, Kyviv, Ukraine), Ion-conductive electrolyte based on epoxy oligomer doped with Li-perchlorate salt.
Eduardo P. Milan (Universidas de São Paulo, São Carlos, Brazil), Rheologic effects of mangosteens extract on chitosan/collagen mixtures Sanja Šešlija (University of Belgrade, Serbia), Novel approach in improvement of native pectin properties: modification using chlorides of renewable carboxylic acids
The Tomasz Sterzyński, his colleagues, and collaborators at the Poznan University of Technology deserve our thanks for their effective organization of the Course and the Conference. Good organization is a necessary condition for a creative and comfortable atmosphere, which was appreciated by all the participants in Poznan. POLYCHAR 25 is scheduled for Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 9-13 October 2017.
Polymers and Organic Chemistry (POC-16) by Kostas D. Demadis
The 16th International Conference on Polymers and Organic Chemistry (POC-16, http://poc2016.com), endorsed by IUPAC, was held in the seaside town of Hersinossos on the island of Crete, Greece, 13-16 June 2016. The meeting, organized by Prof. Kostas Demadis and the University of Crete, was the latest in the series of biennial POC Conferences, started in Lyon, France in 1983, aimed at discussing, sharing, and disseminating advances at the interface between the fields of polymers and organic chemistry. Following the tradition of the previous meeting in Timişoara, Romania and earlier editions of this series, the conference included exchanges of information, results and advances among scientists working in the areas of polymer synthesis, characterization, and applications, with an eye towards organic chemistry.
The two POC-16 Plenary Speakers, Nikos Hadjichristidis (above) and Maria Vamvakaki (below).
Conference group photo, just before the Gala Dinner.
